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Compréhension de I’écrit et expression écrite

L’ensemble du sujet porte sur I’axe 2 du programme : Espace privé, espace public.
Il s’organise en deux parties :

1. Compréhension de I’écrit
2. Expression écrite

Afin de respecter 'anonymat de votre copie, vous ne devez pas signer votre
composition, citer votre nom, celui d’'un camarade ou celui de votre établissement.

Text 1

Man Deconstructed
The following excerpt is the first part of the press article.

Michael Kimmel stood in front of a classroom in blue jeans and a blazer with a pen to
a whiteboard. “What does it mean,” the 64-year-old sociology professor asked the
group, most of them undergraduates, “to be a good man?”

‘Let’s say it was said at your funeral, ‘He was a good man,” Dr. Kimmel explained.
“What does that mean to you?”

“Caring,” a male student in the front said.

“Putting other’s needs before yours,” another young man said.

“Honest,” a third said.

Dr. Kimmel listed each term under the heading Good Man, then turned back to the
group. “Now,” he said, “tell me what it means to be a real man.”

This time, the students reacted more quickly.

“Take charge; be authoritative,” said James, a sophomore.

“Take risks,” said Amanda, a sociology graduate student.

“It means suppressing any kind of weakness,” another offered.

“I think for me being a real man meant talk like a man,” said a young man [...]. “Walk
like a man. Never cry.”

Dr. Kimmel had been taking notes. “Now you're in the wheelhouse,” he said, excitedly.
He pointed to the Good Man list on the left side of the board, then to the Real Man list
he’d added to the right. “Look at the disparity. | think American men are confused about
what it means to be a man.”

Jessica Bennett, A Master's Degree in ... Masculinity?, The New York Times, 8%
August 2015
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Text 2
Barack Obama talks about ‘Being a Man’

“All of us have to recognize that being a man is first and foremost being a good human.
That means being responsible, working hard, being kind, respectful, compassionate,”
Obama said at a conference for his My Brother’s Keeper initiative in Oakland.

“The notion that somehow defining yourself as a man is dependent on, are you able to
put somebody else down... able to dominate... thatis an old view,” the former president
added.

In conversation with NBA star Steph Curry, Obama spoke about the need to create
spaces “where young men of color, and young men generally, don’t feel as if to be
respected they have to act a certain way.”

At the start of his panel, Obama had introduced himself as “Michelle’s husband” and
the Golden State Warriors player as “Ayesha’s husband.”

“If you're confident about your strength, you don’t need to show me by putting
somebody else down,” Obama said. “Show me by lifting somebody else up.” [...]

“Ironically, that shows the vulnerability you feel,” Obama said. “If you were very
confident about your sexuality, you don’t have to have eight women around you
twerking... you seem stressed that you gotta be acting that way.”

‘I got one woman who I'm very happy with,” he added, as the audience erupted in
applause. [...]

Sarah Ruiz-Grossman, Barack Obama Talks About Toxic Masculinity And ‘Being A
Man’, The Huffington Post, 19t February 2019

1. Compréhension de I'écrit (10 points)

Give an account of the texts in English, focusing on the definitions of being ‘a
good man’ and ‘a real man’, and taking into consideration the way society shapes a
man’s attitude, as well as the nature of the expertise brought by Dr Kimmel, Barak
Obama and Steph Curry.
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2. Expression écrite (10 points)

Vous traiterez en anglais, et en 120 mots au moins, 'un des sujets suivants au
choix :

Sujet A

Two students who attended Dr. Kimmel’s experiment discuss what this session
revealed about themselves and society. Imagine their conversation.

Sujet B

Can belonging to a group influence someone’s personality and actions? Discuss and
illustrate your point with examples.
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