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Compréhension de I’écrit et expression écrite

Le sujet porte sur I’axe 2 du programme : Espace privé, espace public

Il sS‘organise en deux parties :
1. Compréhension de I’écrit ;

2. Expression écrite.

Afin de respecter 'anonymat de votre copie, vous ne devez pas signer votre
composition, ni citer votre nom, celui d’'un camarade ou celui de votre établissement.

Texte
THEY LOOK LIKE THE POLICE, BUT ARE THEY?

Private security firms are increasingly being used to patrol shops and private
open spaces. What happens if they overreach their limited powers?

Earlier this year, a video of a black teenager being pinned to the ground and handcuffed
in a Superdrug in Chichester went viral. The video, posted by the 15-year-old’s mother,
shows the boy lying face down on the floor, two adult men kneeling on top of him and
yanking his arms behind his back. The video brings to mind other such clips of force
used against black people that have proliferated online in recent years; but in this case,
things were different. The two men restraining the teenager were not police officers but
private security guards. Known as “rangers”, they are employed by a firm called Blayde
Security, contracted by Chichester’s business improvement district (BID) to patrol the
high street [...].

But in the aftermath of the incident, the teenager’s mother Kirsty Buchanan — a former
Downing Street aide — called for a review of private security guards to examine “what
due diligence is carried out before rangers are hired, what training they receive and
what their remitis”. These are reasonable questions that go far beyond this one locality.
As trust in police collapses amid a series of scandals and years of sharp spending cuts,
we are seeing a rise of what might be termed “pseudo-police” across the UK. Security
guards do not have any legal powers above those of a regular civilian. They cannot
make an arrest (other than a citizen’s arrest, where someone is detained until police
arrive), and have no powers to question suspects. But the average person might not
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know this. The way that pseudo-police present themselves — stab vests, radios, body-
20 cams, walking in pairs — can blur the boundaries between police officers and private
security, endowing pseudo-police with a level of authority that they do not merit. [...]

The context for this trend is massive cuts to policing since 2010, which means that
many of the most high-volume crimes — burglary, mugging, car theft, assault — are
barely investigated at all. Figures released recently show that more than 99% of thefts

25  from a person between April and December last year didn’'t end in a charge, even when
the victim tracked their stolen phone. This should come as no surprise: in 2017 the
Metropolitan police actually announced that due to funding cuts it would no longer look
into reports of crimes such as burglaries, thefts and assaults, where there was judged
to be little prospect of identifying a suspect. Many other police forces have been

30 similarly affected; in November last year it was reported that half of English police
forces inspected were failing to meet required standards of investigating crime. This
has an impact on people’s faith in the state to protect them(...).

Samira Shackle, www.theguardian.com, Wed.10 May,2023

1. Compréhension de I’écrit (10 points)

Give an account of the document, in your own words and in English focusing on the
main ideas, namely the cause, development and consequences of private policing in
public spaces.

2. Expression écrite (10 points)

Vous traiterez en anglais, et en 120 mots minimum, 'un des deux sujets suivants
au choix :

Sujet A

According to you, what could be the benefits and the dangers of private security
companies?

Sujet B

Imagine you are Kirsty Buchanan, the mother of the teenager violently arrested by the
two private security guards in Chichester. Write a letter addressed to the mayor of the
city, in which you express your opinion about the incident.
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